6                         SHORT STORIES

greater than ordinary. Once or twice there were
words in the palace on complaints from the
townspeople that the young man was consorting
with the mischief-mongers of the place and had
behaved improperly to some respectable young
women. The chieftain and the elder queen were
not persons to allow interference with the life of
the populace. Kasturi Nayak, therefore, on these
occasions got rebuked. The conduct of her
mother and brother made the younger queen
wonder if she might not send them back to their
home, but, unwilling that they should return
to the mean life of a village when she herself
was living in the comfort of a palace, she put up
with them and let them stay on.

The second year after marriage Girijavve
bore a son. The chieftain and the elder queen
were delighted and the townspeople rejoiced. In
all the temples in the chief taincy there was special
worship and the whole population felt relieved
that the Paleygar's lineage would continue.

In the course of the year of this son's birth
the Mahrattas came in an expedition under the
leadership of Sadasiva Rao. This was the third
time they came after the Nayak ascended the
gadi. On the first occasion the Nayak told
them that he was a feudatory of the King of